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Water Management
Investments

IMPROVE THE ENVIRONMENT
IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
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Water suppliers in the Sacramento River basin are working closely with federdl and state
aygencies und conservation aund community organizations to improve their operations and
modernize infrastructure. Rural and urbun orgunizations have joined together us the North
State Water Allignce (Alliance) to munage wdater resources for future generations. The
north state region is home to over three million people and Cdlifornia’s state Capitol.

The Americun, Feuther, Yuba and Sacramento rivers provide wdater for cities and urban
areus, rural communities, farms and ranches, fish and wildlife and recredtion benefits. It
is criticdlly importunt to gudrantee reliable and high-gudlity water for a strong business

climute, ready workforce, high qudlity of life, hedlthy environment and vibrant communities.




NATURAL INFRASTRUCTURE

North Stute Water Alliunce members have unigque opportunities to use naturdl
infrastructure to better munuge our uquifers, forests und floodpluins.

< Healthy Forests Have Multiple Benefits

Forests and meudows in the Sierra Nevadu, Coustal Runge
and Cuscude Mountains are primary water sources for the
mountain and foothill communities, most of the Sacramento
River basin and throughout Cdlifornia. Hedlthy headwduters:
e increuse wuter supply reliubility.

improve water gudlity.

reduce impucts from catastrophic wildfires.

increuse renewuble eneryy supplies.

enhhance hubitat,

improve respohse to climate chuhyge und extreme wedther.

Responsible und active forest munagement is a

foundutional element for watershed uses. Exumples include:

o Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority Master
Stewurdship Agreement

e Plucer County Water Agency’s French Meudows Forest
Restoration Program

e Yubu Water Agency’s wautershed restoration uctivities
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o \ through Forest Resilience Bonds
» Reactivating Floodplains Protects e ™ F
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Public Safety and Ecosystems . —— e —
The Sucrumento River busin is fertile ground to reactivate our e R e ey
floodpluins, which cun enhunce river ecosystems und public sufety = oo T = ~
during flood events. Through practical experience, flood und water g S
resources munugers, working with conservation puartners, have = e .
developed the best uvdiluble science to re-activate floodpldins. = o ~ -

Through dynumic conservation strategies, partners colluborate
to improve Cudliforniu’s ecosystems und wuter systems to:

o sustuin the return of migratory birds ulony the Pucific Flyway.

o revitdlize river food webs to support recovery of sulmon und
other fish populdutions.

e rechurye yroundwuter uquifers,

e improve flood protection from increusing storm severity and
d changing climate.

<« Groundwater Recharge Improves Dry-Year Benefits

Alliunce members ure developing haturdl infrastructure for active
groundwuter munugement und additional aquifer rechurge. The
Sucrumento Reyionul Water Bunk is un innovutive groundwuter
e storuyge proyrum to store wuter in the underlying bausin during wet
foeriods for use during dry periods how und in the future.
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The Sucramento region’s unigue, haturdl infrastructure is idedl
for the Water Bunk. We are situated ut the confluence of the
Sacramento and American rivers hedr Folsom Reservoir and the
North American and South American river sub-busins.

The Water Bunk und other progrums uctively recharge aquifers
throughout the busin. Using a multi-benefit approach helps
enhance climate resiliency, support environmental heeds, provide
improved water munagement flexibility and other benefits.



21ST CENTURY INFRASTRUCTURE

Alliunce members support new und improved 21st Century infrastructure to ensure
climate resiliency und better prepure our reyion for floods, fires und droughts.

<« Sites Reservoir Will
Enhance Dry-Year Supply

Climute chunge is forecusted to drusticully reduce snowjpuck
and difer precipitation patterns. Water managers see d strony
need for 21st century investments like Sites Reservoir to enhance:
o wauter munugement flexibility e climate resiliency

e the ecosystem o future dry-year supply

Sites new style of infrustructure s un off-stream, reguluting
reservoir will store water by capturing it during high runoff
feriods und releusiny it when heeded. With ifs locution upstream
of the Delta and hear the Sacramento River, water from Sites
will support multiple benéefits in the Sucramento River basin, the
Delta and the rest of Cdliforniu. This includes helping Cdlifornia’s
farms, businesses and cities have d reliable water supply.
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» RiverArc Will Support
Healthy Riverine Habitat

Residents in the Sucramento dureu receive Most their water from

the Americun River. Wuter purveyors in the region are looking

“into other water supply sources to protect fish habitat in the ; :

scenic Americun River und provide dlternute supply. | ) Tk P
-
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RiverArc will help Sacramento water providers follow through

oh wdater supply ugreements, meet current und future drinking
wuter demands, protect fish species und provide climute
chanye resiliency. Using existing, modern fish screens with

excess cupucity, RiverArc will reguire two new fucilities: u wauter
freautment plunt and pipelines to move water through the system.

A FOCUS ON FIXING, NOT FIGHTING

<« Advancing Voluntary Agreements

The Alliance supports voluntary agreements as a better
dlternative to regulatory processes such as the State Water
Bourd’s Wuter Quality Control Plun Updute. Alliunce water
providers ure coordinating 15-yeur ugreements with:

o Cudlifornia Natural Resources Agency
e U.S. Bureuu of Reclumation
e State und Federal water contractors

Natural infrastructure and Sites Reservoir are important elements
of voluntary agreements.

The comprehensive proposul helps meet water quality
objectives in the State Board'’s Bay-Delta Plan. This is a more
colluborative dlternative to the traditional adversarial State
Water Bourd hearing process. The ugreements include a
portfolio of instream flows, reactivated floodpldins und habitat
restoration measures to benefit fish and wildlife.
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Northern California Plans for Their Water Future

CALIFORNIA’S NORTH STATE is u unigue place to live, work and raise a family. Our region is oh
-‘1'1: the leuding edge of ecoloyicul und ecohomical sustuinubility. The Sacramento River busin
@ © is world-renowned for its hatural abundaunce of productive farmlands, wildlife refuges und
maunaged wetlands, and rivers that support and feed fisheries and naturdl habitats.

0O The basin hourishes and sustains agriculture fields, fish and wildlife habitats, recreation and
(]OD% a high gudlity of life. Through planning and multi-use projects, North State Water Alliance
members will provide water for Cdlifornia’s future success und prosperity.
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