How to get water information affecting the Sacramento Valley
We live in an age where we are challenged with how to
manage the vast amounts of information that surrounds
us every day. For those interested in water information affecting the
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Sacramento Valley, the following provides some thoughts on the different
ways to be engaged and stay on top of water information. Recognizing
the challenge with information management, we are always interested
in any other thoughts or ideas on how we can help you through our
communications programs and provide you with timely information.

There are several very good sources
that aggregate California water news
with different styles. We guess that many
folks already subscribe to these services.
If not, here are several aggregated
sources, which we encourage you
to both subscribe and support:

SacramentoValley.org

• Aquafornia, hosted by the
Water Education Foundation:
watereducation.org/aquafornia

The California Rice Commission and
Northern California Water Association host
sacramentovalley.org, which showcases the
region and highlights the importance of water
to this special region. We encourage you to
follow and engage with this site through your
preferred social media platform(s). We also
encourage you to follow the California Rice
Commission and its social media at: calrice.org.

Learn more:
SacramentoValley.org
Sacramento
Valley Water

• Maven’s Notebook, hosted by
Chris Austin: mavensnotebook.com
• BC Water News, hosted by
Brown and Caldwell:
register.bcwaternews.com

@SacValleyCA

sacvalleyca

NorCalWater.org
The NCWA website norcalwater.org has recently been revamped and is a good
source for information on NCWA and Sacramento Valley water. Our various
infographics and other communications documents are available on the website,
or you can contact us (see below) if you need copies of any of these documents.
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Bay Delta Briefing
The various BayDelta processes
continue with the
State Water Board
moving forward
with the Water
Quality Control Plan
update; the state
administration is
advancing Cal WaterFix (tunnels); and the federal
agencies are consulting on new biological opinions
for the operation of the Central Valley Project and the
State Water Project. These processes are all looking
to redirect water from the Sacramento River Basin
to serve various water needs in the Bay-Delta. For
context, these processes are looking for anywhere
between 500,000 to 1 Maf from the region.
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future. The following is an update on these various
processes and the actions that NCWA and the
Sacramento Valley Water Users are taking as part
of this unified and concerted strategy.

New Task Force Chair
After 25 years on the NCWA
Board of Directors, Tib Belza
retired from the NCWA Board
and was honored by NCWA
with the Will S. Green
Award. NCWA Chairman
Bryce Lundberg appointed
Roger Cornwell as the new
Chair of the Bay-Delta Task
Force. Roger is the General Manager for River
Garden Farms, he serves on the RD 108 Board of
Trustees, he is the Chairman of the Sacramento River
Settlement Contractor Group, and a Vice-Chair for the
NCWA Board of Directors.
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Tib Belza

The 2017 recipient of the Will S. Green Award is Tib Belza.
Tib served on the Board of Directors of the Yuba County Water
Agency (YCWA) for twenty-seven years. Tib was also a
founding member of the Northern California Water Association
(NCWA), serving as its first Chairman for nine years and
serving as a board member for twenty-five years. During his
time as Chairman, Tib was the leader who helped build NCWA
into an effective organization that is the recognized leader in
Northern California and a leading voice for water throughout
California. Tib has played a leadership role for Northern
California in numerous Bay-Delta proceedings and collaborative
efforts, including his leadership in the 1994 Bay-Delta Accord
and Proposition 204. Tib also was instrumental in developing
and implementing the 1991 Emergency Drought Water Bank,
the acclaimed Yuba Accord, enhanced flood protection for
Yuba and Sutter Counties (including the Feather River Setback Levee Project), settlement of Phase 8
of the State Water Resources Control Board’s Bay-Delta proceedings, transition to YCWA’s full
operation of the Yuba River Development Project power facilities and the project’s FERC relicensing.

THE WILL S. GREEN AWARD is presented annually by the Northern California
Water Association Board of Directors to an individual who has devoted their
life to the promotion and advancement of irrigation and regional sustainability
in the Sacramento Valley.

Previous Recipients

NCWA on Twitter

Water Briefings

In addition to these social media
channels, you can follow NCWA on
twitter @DavidGuyNCWA, @adamwrobin
or @SacValleyWQ. You can also follow
many Northern California water agencies
on twitter by searching for their name
or by calling us.

Water Briefings, a publication from
the Northern California Water
Association, is published periodically
and provides a detailed description
for a particular water topic (i.e.,
Bay-Delta, groundwater, salmon,
water quality) that is important
to the Sacramento Valley.

In Northern California, we all know What’s at Stake
in these various processes. The NCWA Bay-Delta
Task Force continues to meet monthly to coordinate
all the various efforts in the Sacramento River Basin
surrounding the Delta and to bring our team of
Directors, water resources
managers, attorneys,
biologists, and engineers
together to strategize
and take action to protect
Northern California water
rights and supplies and
manage the water in our
region sustainably into the
What’s at Stake?

The importance of protecting
water resources in the
Sacramento Valley

2016
Tim O’Halloran

2015
Richard Rominger

2014
Fran Silva

2013
Gene Harris

2012
George Bayse

SWRCB – Water Quality Control Plan

1) Regulatory Process
The State Water Board continues to move
forward with the phased review and update of
the 2006 Water Quality Control Plan for the BayDelta (2006 Bay-Delta Plan) and flow objectives
for priority tributaries to the Delta to protect
beneficial uses in the Bay-Delta watershed. The
update to this plan continues to be the primary
focus for Northern California water right holders
and suppliers, as many people want to use this
process to redirect water rights and supplies away

Water Communications Team
The Sacramento Valley Water Communications team meets quarterly (more
often during droughts) to provide
strategic and tactical direction on water
communications in the Sacramento Valley.
We also have Task Forces on various
topics (Bay-Delta, groundwater etc.)
that discuss these issues in detail. Please
let us know if you are interested in
participating in any of these Task Forces.

Norcal Water Insight
The weekly NCWA blog and other timely topics
are sent to you through the Norcal Water Insight.
For more information or to share your thoughts, please call us at 916.442.8333 or email us at info@norcalwater.org.

