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Bonus: Shore birds, geese
@N@) and ducks seek refuge
on the flooded rice fields

during their travels south
or the fall and winter.

RECONNECTING FLOODPLAIN-DERIVED FISH FOOD TO
ENDANGERED SALMON POPULATIONS.

The pilot project is a partnership between UC Davis Center for Watershed
Sciences, Cal Trout, Northern California Water Association and California

rice farmers. The group is using existing rice fields to produce an
abundance of bugs that endangered salmon like to eat.

PROCESS

RICE FIELDS ARE FLOODED
WITH WATER FROM THE
SACRAMENTO RIVER

River water is pumped onto
harvested rice fields to slow
down the water, let it spread
out across the fields, and
breakdown the standing rice
stalks. How does that create
fish food? Plant energy stored
in the rice stalks breaks down
into food for bugs. The bug
populations grow fast, and bugs
feed the fish. This nutrient-rich
diet (“floating fillets”) helps
increase the odds that young
salmon will reach the ocean.

NUTRIENT-RICH
FLOODPLAIN WATER
PUMPED BACK INTO
THE RIVER

This process occurs two
to three times during

the winter months when
young salmon are making
their journey to the
Pacific Ocean.

SALMON FEED OFF
FLOODPLAIN BUGS

This process reconnects
floodplain-derived bugs
(zooplankton and
invertebrates) with fish
confined to the river.

LEARN MORE AT RIVERGARDENFARMS.COM
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- Each year salmon fry make their journey from

@ the spawning grounds near Redding to the
Pacific Ocean. The re-introduction of food on
their journey is crucial to survival.
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