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July 12, 2017 
 
Jim Watson  
General Manager  
Sites Project Authority  
P.O. Box 517 
Maxwell, CA 95955 
 
Dear Jim,  
 
On behalf of more than 48,000 farm families and individual members, the California Farm 
Bureau Federation is pleased to offer our support for the Sites Project. 
 
Farm Bureau’s purposes are, among others, to work for the solution of the problems of the farm, 
the farm home and the rural community throughout California and to protect and advance the 
social, economic and educational interests of California farmers. Farm Bureau strives to protect 
and improve the ability of farmers and ranchers engaged in production agriculture to provide 
safe, reliable, and healthful food and farm products through responsible stewardship of 
California’s diverse natural resource base.  
 
With a diminished Sierra snowpack, punctuated by above normal snow and rainfall like we 
experienced this year, ever-increasing environmental policy demands such as increased flow 
requirements for native fish, water for wetlands and a growing population, California will 
continue to face intense water challenges. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs 
a more flexible, environmentally friendly and sustainable solution for diverting and storing water 
during periods of excess flows for human and environmental uses during dry periods. 
 
The Sites Project would add up to 1,800,000 acre feet of capacity and produce an average 
500,000 acre feet of critical supplies to California’s water system a year. With the ability to 
integrate with the state’s water system, Sites is strategically located and provides an innovative 
approach that will help to capture, store and move water where and when it is needed most. The 
project would provide significant new water for instream flows, recreation, groundwater 
recharge and assist with the long-term success of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. 
 
Providing a substantial supply of high-quality water to support farms, the economy and the 
environment, the Sites Project meets the objectives of the California Water Action Plan, making 
California’s water system more efficient, flexible and reliable.  
 
Sites works for the ecosystem, and for families, farms, and businesses across the state. We 
encourage the California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites Project 
would provide.  
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We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 Danny Merkley     
Director of Water Resources 
 
 
Cc: Keith Dunn, Dunn Consulting 
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July 11, 2017 
 
Jim Watson  
General Manager  
Sites Project Authority  
P.O. Box 517 
Maxwell, CA 95955 
 
Dear Mr. Watson,  
 
On behalf of the California Fresh Fruit Association I write to express support for the Sites Reservoir 
Project.  The California Fresh Fruit Association is a non-profit, agricultural trade association representing 
permanent crops (fresh fruit) grown and packed throughout California.  For the past five years, many of 
our organization’s family farming operations were severely impacted by drought and water management 
decisions that reduced the availability of critically needed surface water supplies.  Having additional 
above-ground surface storage north of the Delta better enables flexible water management as the added 
supply would help to address Delta salinity levels while relieving overall stress on the state’s water 
system.  Moreover, we believe the added capacity would allow other reservoirs to carry water into the 
summer months, a time that is very critical for crop development.  With new supply comes an enhanced 
opportunity for greater flexibility in water management decision making, whether it’s making supplies 
available, or enhancing fulfillment of water contracts. We are encouraged by the project’s potential to 
free up water for you use through an exchange for irrigation or to put to use to alleviate environmental 
needs. 
 
It is our understanding the Sites Project would add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000 
acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis. With its ability to 
integrate operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an approach that will help the state capture, 
store and move water where it needs to be, when it is needed most.  California will continue to face 
intense water challenges including limited supplies, a growing population, the effects of climate change, 
increased flow requirements for native fish, and water for wetlands. Now more than ever, California’s 
water system needs a more flexible and sustainable solution to capturing and storing water for beneficial 
uses, including irrigation, when it is critically needed.   
 
We encourage the California Water Commission to invest in the Sites Project and to look to fund 
qualifying above-ground surface storage projects, which should also include the Temperance Flat Project, 
to best ensure our limited financial resources are put towards securing California’s water future; a future 
where agricultural irrigation benefits from reduced uncertainty because of the enhanced ability to 
manage water more effectively.  To strengthen the California water picture, first we must expand our 
capacity to capture more water for a growing state.  
 
We look forward to advancing important above-ground surface storage projects.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
George Radanovich, President 
 
Cc: Tim Johnson, President, California Rice Commission 
Christopher Valadez, Director, Environmental & Regulatory Affairs, California Fresh Fruit Association 

mailto:cffa@cafreshfruit.com














 

Jim Watson, General Manager  
Sites Project Authority  
P.O. Box 517 
Maxwell, CA 95955 
 
Dear Jim,  

My organization, PackageOne, Inc. is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.  

PackageOne is an environmentally conscious company that recognizes the importance of 
preserving natural resources for the youth of tomorrow.  As a corporate citizen, we're in the 
business of not only developing innovative packaging products but of improving lives.  We are 
highly committed to the environment and believe in Green.  Our mission is to enable commerce and 
save the planet, one box at a time. 

California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited supplies, a growing 
population, the effects of climate change, increased �low requirements for native �ish, and water for 
wetlands used by migratory birds. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs a more 
�lexible, environmentally friendly and sustainable solution to capturing and storing water for use 
when it’s needed most.   

The Sites Project will add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000 acre-feet of 
critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis. With its ability to integrate 
operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an innovative and modern approach that will help 
the state capture, store and move water where it needs to be when it is needed most.  

The Sites Project will help make California’s water system more ef�icient and reliable. The project 
helps meet the objectives of the California Water Action Plan by providing a substantial supply of 
high-quality water to support the economy and the environment. Sites re�lects California’s 
innovative approach to meeting the needs of the environment, economic growth and our quality of 
life.  

Sites works for the ecosystem, families, farms, and businesses across the state. We encourage the 
California Water Commission to invest in the public bene�its that the Sites Project will provide.  

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.  

Sincerely,   

 
Tom Kandris 

 
 
July 27, 2017  

  HEADQUARTERS 

PackageOne, Inc. 
4225 Pell Drive, Sacramento, 
California 95838 
tel   :  916-858-1300 
fax  :  916-858-1311 
www.packageone.com 

 

 

 















 

 
August 14, 2017  
 
 
 
Mr. Jim Watson  
General Manager  
Sites Project Authority  
P.O. Box 517 
Maxwell, CA 95955 
 
Subject: Support for Sites Project 
 
Dear Jim,  
 
The State Water Contractors appreciate this opportunity to provide support to the 
Sites Project Authority. As you are aware, the State Water Contractors (SWC) are 
an organization representing 27 of the 29 public water entities that hold contracts 
with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) for the delivery of 
water from the State Water Project (SWP). Collectively, the members of the SWC 
provide all, or a part, of the water supply delivered to approximately 25 million 
Californians, roughly two-thirds of the State’s population, and to over 750,000 
acres of irrigated agriculture. The members of the SWC provide this water to 
retailers, who, in turn, serve it to consumers throughout the San Francisco Bay 
Area, the San Joaquin Valley, the Central Coast, and Southern California.  
 
Several of the SWP contractors are participating in the Sites Reservoir planning 
process to evaluate options to store extra water to provide increased operational 
flexibility to the state’s water delivery system and a needed backstop to help 
respond to the impacts of climate change, which is expected to bring less snow 
runoff and flashier storms. Analysis performed to date indicates that Sites offers 
an opportunity to improve operational flexibility to California’s primary water 
system; meet the coequal goals identified in the 2009 Delta Reform Act by 
providing a substantial supply of high-quality water to support the economy and 
the environment; dedicates water for environmental flows; contributes flows for 
water quality purposes; mitigates the effects of climate change; and contributes to 
the state’s renewable energy goals. 
 
California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited 
supplies, a growing population, the effects of climate change, increased flow 
requirements for native fish, and water for wetlands used by migratory birds. With 
its potential to integrate operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an 
innovative and modern approach that will help the state capture, store and move 
water where it needs to be, when it is needed most. As such, we encourage the 
California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites Project 
would provide.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jennifer Pierre 
General Manager 
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March 1,2016

The Honorable Joseph Byrne, Chair
California Water Commission
1416 gth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Sites Reservoir Project-Support

Dear Chairman Byrne:

The Shasta County Board of Supervisors would like to express our strong support for the development of the

Sites Reservoir Proj ect.

Projects to protect and improve watersheds, wetlands, forests, and floodplains would provide clean, quality

water into the Sacramento River system with supply and water qualrty benefits having a great effect on

Northern and Southern California. Studying the feasibility of this project, among others, is a return on

investment for both water supply reliability and the ecosystem, as well as encouraging these benefits to accrue

sooner and in a cost-effective manner. The Shasta County Board of Supervisors supports the Sites Reservoir

Project as a potential applicant under the voter-approved Water Storage Investment Program.

If you have any questions about our position, or wish to discuss the issue further, please contact

Mr. Larry Lees, Shasta County Executive Offrcer, at (530) 225-5561.

Sincerely,

nfi\/ lt
-\G"n 6HYa-CSzrAr\ \

Pam Giacomini, Chairman
Board of Supervisors
County of Shasta
State of California
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August	  1,	  2017	  
	  
Armando Quintero  
Chair, California Water Commission 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, California 94236-0001 
	  
RE:	  Proposition	  1	  Water	  Storage	  Investment	  Project	  Funds	  
	  
Dear	  Chairman	  Quintero:	  	  
	  
The	  California	  Water	  Commission	  has	  an	  opportunity	  with	  Proposition	  1	  Water	  Storage	  
Investment	  Project	  (WSIP)	  funds	  to	  upgrade	  our	  state’s	  aging	  water	  infrastructure	  system	  
while	  also	  helping	  put	  Californians	  to	  work.	  
	  
The	  California	  Alliance	  for	  Jobs	  writes	  today	  in	  support	  of	  the	  Sites	  Reservoir	  Project’s	  
application	  for	  funding	  through	  WSIP.	  This	  potential	  reservoir	  project	  has	  the	  ability	  to	  
provide	  multiple	  levels	  of	  benefits	  to	  California	  communities	  –	  rural	  and	  urban	  –	  as	  well	  as	  
benefits	  to	  the	  environment	  around	  it.	  As	  a	  “north	  of	  the	  Delta”	  reservoir	  site,	  Sites	  would	  
be	  able	  to	  provide	  California’s	  current	  water	  systems	  with	  additional	  water	  security,	  
storage	  capacity,	  and	  delivery	  flexibility.	  	  
	  
Sites	  Reservoir	  would	  hold	  almost	  two	  million	  acre-‐‑feet	  of	  water	  through	  off-‐‑stream	  
diversions.	  This	  capacity	  would	  allow	  the	  project	  to:	  provide	  reliable	  water	  supplies	  to	  
current	  and	  future	  California	  cities	  and	  industries,	  dedicate	  water	  for	  environmental	  flows	  
and	  fisheries,	  increase	  current	  and	  potential	  habitats	  for	  migratory	  birds,	  and	  improve	  the	  
economy	  of	  currently	  disadvantaged	  communities	  across	  California.	  	  
	  
Investing	  in	  the	  Sites	  Project	  also	  puts	  people	  to	  work.	  Thousands	  of	  family-‐‑supporting	  jobs	  
are	  produced	  with	  every	  billion	  dollars	  invested	  in	  water	  infrastructure.	  Funding	  a	  project	  
like	  Sites	  would	  provide	  decades	  worth	  of	  well-‐‑paying,	  middle	  class	  jobs	  for	  all	  Californians.	  	  	  
	  
California’s	  recent	  five-‐‑year	  drought	  and	  wet	  winter	  of	  2017	  showed	  the	  importance	  of	  
smart	  and	  flexible	  water	  infrastructure	  to	  allow	  for	  storage	  during	  wet	  years	  and	  convey	  
water	  during	  the	  dry	  ones.	  Sites	  Reservoir	  is	  necessary	  for	  California’s	  continued	  economic	  
growth	  and	  environmental	  sustainability.	  
	  
Respectfully	  yours,	  	  

	  
Michael	  P.	  Quigley	  
Executive	  Director	  
California	  Alliance	  for	  Jobs	  

1415	  L	  Street,	  Suite	  1080	  
Sacramento,	  CA	  95814	  

Office:	   (916)	  446-‐‑2259	  
Fax:	   (916)	  446-‐‑2253	  

www.rebuildca.org	  
	   Sacramento,	  CA	  95814	  
	   Office:	   (916)	  446-‐‑2259	  Advocate	  for	  the	  Heavy	  Construction	  Industry	  



	
	

	

þ	

Sites	Reservoir	Supporters	
	
	
California	continues	to	face	severe	water	challenges:	limited	supplies	and	a	growing	population,	
compounded	by	climate	change,	and	increased	flow	requirements	for	native	fish.	Now	more	than	
ever,	California’s	water	system	needs	a	more	flexible,	environmentally	friendly	solution	to	
capturing	and	storing	water	for	use	when	it’s	needed	most.	The	Sites	project	is	an	innovative	
project	and	a	21st	century	solution	to	California’s	water	crisis.	Sites	provides	previously	
unachievable	flexibility	to	the	state’s	water	system	without	impacting	sensitive	river	channels	and	
critical	environmental	flows	that	support	endangered	fish	populations.	

	
	

	

	
Please	provide	the	following	information:	
	
California	Alliance	for	Jobs	
Company	or	Organization	Name		
	
Michael	Quigley	 	 	 	 	 	 Executive	Director	
Name	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Title/Occupation	
	
1415	L	Street,	Suite	1080	
Street	Address	
	
Sacramento		 	 	 	 CA	 	 	 	 95814	
City	 	 	 	 	 State	 	 	 	 Zip	 	 	 	
	
916-446-2259	
Phone	Number	 	 	 	 	 	
	
mpquigley@rebuildca.org	
Email	Address	

Thank	you	for	your	support!	
	

Please	Return	Completed	Form	by	email:	info@SitesProject.org		
	

Yes,	I	support	the	Sites	Project.		Please	list	me/my	organization	as	a	supporter	of	
Sites.	



	
	

	

þ	

Sites	Reservoir	Supporters	
	
	
California	continues	to	face	severe	water	challenges:	limited	supplies	and	a	growing	population,	
compounded	by	climate	change,	and	increased	flow	requirements	for	native	fish.	Now	more	than	
ever,	California’s	water	system	needs	a	more	flexible,	environmentally	friendly	solution	to	
capturing	and	storing	water	for	use	when	it’s	needed	most.	The	Sites	project	is	an	innovative	
project	and	a	21st	century	solution	to	California’s	water	crisis.	Sites	provides	previously	
unachievable	flexibility	to	the	state’s	water	system	without	impacting	sensitive	river	channels	and	
critical	environmental	flows	that	support	endangered	fish	populations.	

	
	

	

	
Please	provide	the	following	information:	
	
California	Alliance	for	Jobs	
Company	or	Organization	Name		
	
Orville	Thomas	 	 	 	 	 	 Director	of	Government	Affairs	
Name	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Title/Occupation	
	
1415	L	Street,	Suite	1080	
Street	Address	
	
Sacramento		 	 	 	 CA	 	 	 	 95814	
City	 	 	 	 	 State	 	 	 	 Zip	 	 	 	
	
916-446-2259	
Phone	Number	 	 	 	 	 	
	
othomas@rebuildca.org	
Email	Address	

Thank	you	for	your	support!	
	

Please	Return	Completed	Form	by	email:	info@SitesProject.org		
	

Yes,	I	support	the	Sites	Project.		Please	list	me/my	organization	as	a	supporter	of	
Sites.	
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YUBA-SUTTER 
FARM BUREAU 
S e r v i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e  s i n c e  1 9 1 9  
 

 
 

July 28, 2017 

 

 

Jim Watson  

General Manager  

Sites Project Authority  

P.O. Box 517 

Maxwell, CA 95955 

 

 

Dear Jim,  

 

The Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau, is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project.  

 

YSFB is a non-governmental, non-profit, voluntary membership California Corporation whose 

purpose is to protect and promote agricultural interests throughout Yuba and Sutter counties and 

to find solutions to problems of the farm, the farm home and the rural community. YSFB 

represents more than 1,200 agricultural, associate and collegiate members in Yuba and Sutter 

counties.  

 

YSFB is deeply interested in protecting the long-term viability of agricultural areas and rural 

communities located in our region as the stability of the local agricultural industry plays an 

integral role not only within our rural communities and counties, but regionally, nationally and 

internationally. 

 

California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited supplies, a growing 

population, the effects of climate change, increased flow requirements for native fish, and water 

for wetlands used by migratory birds. Now more than ever, California’s water system needs a 

more flexible, environmentally friendly and sustainable solution to capturing and storing water 

for use when it’s needed most.   

 

The Sites Project will add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000 acre-feet of 

critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis, while allowing other 

reservoirs to hold water later into the summer months. The Sites Project will increase Northern 

California water storage by 23 percent, providing supplies of water for use in dry and critical 

years. Summed up, the Sites Project, with its ability to integrate operations with the state’s water 

mailto:ysfb@ysfarmbureau.com
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system, is an innovative and modern approach that will help the state capture, store and move 

water where it needs to be when it is needed most.  

 

The Sites Project will help make California’s water system more efficient and reliable. The 

project helps meet the objectives of the California Water Action Plan by providing a substantial 

supply of high-quality water to support the economy and the environment. Sites reflects 

California’s innovative approach to meeting the needs of the environment, economic growth and 

our quality of life.  

 

Sites works for the ecosystem, families, farms, and businesses across the state. We encourage the 

California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the Sites Project will provide.  

 

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important project.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
David Burroughs 

President, Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau 

 

mailto:ysfb@ysfarmbureau.com
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Peter R. Carr 

July 17, 2017 

Jim Watson 

General Manager 

Sites Project Authority 

P.O. Box 517 

Maxwell, CA 95955 

Dear Jim, 

The City of Orland City Council is pleased to offer its support for the Sites Project. 

The Sites Project is a proposed above ground, off-stream water storage project located 

in Northern California and would add up to 500,000 acre-feet of critical supplies to 

California's water system annually. Sites is an innovative and modern approach that 

goes beyond water supply and flood protection by adding flexibility and generating a 

much-needed new water source for improved water quality, seasonal fish flows, climate 

change and drought relief. 

The Sites Project creates an additional supply of reliable water that can be used for 

urban, agricultural, environmental, and industrial purposes. Sites would also improve 

water quality in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) and enhance environmental 

flows to benefit the Delta's ecosystem. 

California will continue to face severe water challenges including limited supplies, a 

growing population, the effects of climate change, and increased flow requirements for 

native fish. Now more than ever, California's water system needs a more flexible, 

environmentally friendly solution to capturing and storing water for use when it's 

needed most. The Sites Project would provide an additional tool for water managers to 

effectively balance competing demands and provide safe and reliable water to support 

the current and future needs of California's environment and economy. 



Dennis G. Hoffman 

Mayor 

We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important 

project. 



1911 Douglas Blvd., Suite 85-370, Roseville, CA 95661  916-248-4878 www.rcona.org 

 
July 15. 2017 
Jim Watson General Manager  
Sites Project Authority  
P.O. Box 517 
Maxwell, CA 95955 
 
Dear Jim,  
 
My organization, Roseville Coalition of Neighborhood Associations (RCONA) , is pleased           
to offer its support for the Sites Project. RCONA is a 501c3 Public Benefit Corporation               
representing 16 active Neighborhood Associations all across the City of Roseville. Our            
mission is to improve the social, physical, and economic health of all neighborhoods             
across the Roseville community by sharing information, facilitating training and          
education, providing resources and encouraging communication between       
neighborhoods, government, educational institutions, and other community groups.  
 
California will continue to face intense water challenges including limited supplies, a            
growing population, the effects of climate change, increased flow requirements for           
native fish, and water for wetlands used by migratory birds. Now more than ever,              
California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly and          
sustainable solution to capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most.  
The Sites Project would add up to 1,800,000 acre-ft. of capacity to produce 500,000              
acre-feet of critical supplies to California’s water system on an annualized basis. With its              
ability to integrate operations with the state’s water system, Sites is an innovative and              
modern approach that will help the state capture, store and move water where it needs               
to be, when it is needed most. The Sites Project will help make California’s water system                
more efficient and reliable. The project helps meet the objectives of the California             
Water Action Plan by providing a substantial supply of high-quality water to support the              
economy and the environment. Sites reflects California’s innovative approach to          
meeting the needs of the environment, economic growth, and our quality of life.  
 
Sites works for the ecosystem, and for families, farms, and businesses across the state.              
We encourage the California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the              
Sites Project would provide.  
 
We look forward to working with the Sites Project Authority to advance this important              
project.  
 
Sincerely,  
Werner Kuehn, President RCONA  



 
 

Sites Reservoir Supporters 
 
 
California continues to face severe water challenges: limited supplies and a growing population, 
compounded by climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than 
ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to 
capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites project is an innovative 
project and a 21st century solution to California’s water crisis. Sites provides previously 
unachievable flexibility to the state’s water system without impacting sensitive river channels and 
critical environmental flows that support endangered fish populations. 

 
 

 

 
Please provide the following information: 
 
Roseville Coalition of Neighborhood Associations  
Company or Organization Name  
 
Werner Kuehn , President 

Name Title/Occupation 
 
1911 Douglas Blvd , Suite 85-370 

Street Address 
 
Roseville, CA 95661 

City State Zip  
 
916-248-4878 

Phone Number  
 
president@rcona.org 

Email Address 
Thank you for your support! 

 
Please Return Completed Form by email: info@SitesProject.org  

 

 

mailto:info@SitesProject.org














 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
August 7, 2017 
 
Armando Quintero, Chair  
California Water Commission  
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236  
 
Re: Sites Reservoir Project – Support 
  
Dear Chairman Quintero:  
 
On behalf of the Southern California Water Committee, I am writing to express support for the 
Sites Reservoir Project, and upcoming consideration of the project’s application for Proposition 
1 funding.  
 
California needs flexible and reliable solutions to address its water woes, especially in light of 
today’s climate realities and our recurring drought cycles. After a crushing five-year drought, this 
past winter was the wettest in 122 years but California lost the opportunity to capture and store 
billions of gallons of surplus water due to restrictions on our delivery system and lack of storage 
options.  
 
We must focus on ways to smooth out the boom or bust cycle, this means having the ability to 
move water during big storm events and the capacity to save it in reservoirs for drier times. 
California has had nine droughts since 1900, totaling 41 years. The likelihood that droughts will 
worsen in the future means we must invest now to improve our old and inefficient water 
infrastructure. 
 
Californians have the right to expect a clean and reliable water supply not just for today but for 
generations to come, and the Sites Reservoir Project aligns with delivering on this expectation. 
For these reasons, we support the Sites Reservoir Project and appreciate your consideration of 
the project for Proposition 1 funding this fall.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Charley Wilson  
Executive Director 
Southern California Water Committee  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Carol Baker, Vice-Chair, California Water Commission 

carol.baker@cwc.ca.gov 
 
Andrew Ball, Member, California Water Commission 
andrew.ball@cwc.ca.gov 
 
Joseph Byrne, Member, California Water Commission 
joseph.byrne@cwc.ca.gov 
 
Daniel Curtin, Member, California Water Commission 
daniel.curtin@cwc.ca.gov 
 
Joe Del Bosque, Member, California Water Commission 
joe.delbosque@cwc.ca.gov 
 
Cathy Keig, Member, California Water Commission 
catherine.keig@cwc.ca.gov 
 
Maria Herrera, Member, California Water Commission 
maria.herrera@cwc.ca.gov 
 
David Orth, Member, California Water Commission 
david.orth@cwc.ca.gov 
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mailto:joe.delbosque@cwc.ca.gov
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May 23, 2017 
 
Mr. Armando Quintero, Chair 
California Water Commission 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 
 
RE: Support for the Sites Reservoir Project Proposition 1 Application 
 
Dear Chair Quintero:  
 
As the representative organization for businesses in the East Bay, the East Bay Leadership Council 
(EBLC) has a vested interest in projects that will improve water supplies, resiliency and the 
environment – water is vital for the health of business, residents and the environment. The EBLC is 
writing to express support of the Water Supply Investment Program funding application submitted 
under Proposition 1 for the Sites Reservoir Project.  
 
In 2014, California voters approved $2.7 billion in funding for water storage projects, signaling that 
residents understand the importance of water storage and want to invest in construction projects 
in exchange for receiving environmental benefits.  The recent drought followed by the wettest 
year on record only further highlighted the state-wide need for more storage to prepare for 
drought and flood emergencies.  The EBLC agrees that two of the storage proposals are superior to 
others in providing water supply and Delta ecosystem benefits; namely, Sites Reservoir and Los 
Vaqueros Reservoir.  These off-stream reservoirs provide many environmental and water supply 
benefits that can be achieved through federal, state and local funding.  This letter focuses on Sites 
Reservoir; a separate letter will be provided for Los Vaqueros.  
 
A key component of the East Bay Leadership Council’s water policy action plan includes advocating 
for new and expanded water storage to diversify and enhance regional water supplies. California’s 
most recent drought provided a stark reminder of the importance of a reliable water supply 
portfolio capable of balancing the water demands across all users: residential, business, 
agricultural and environmental. Sites Reservoir would provide an additional tool for regional water 
managers to balance these competing needs. Additionally, public investment in Sites Reservoir 
would provide the state’s environmental resource agencies with an amount of water they would 

prioritize and manage, on a real-time basis and in every water year type, to advance the long‑term 
objectives of restoring the ecological health and improving water management for beneficial uses 
of the Delta.  This “environmental water” would also create measurable ecosystem and water 
quality benefits in the Sacramento River and provide additional water for the national wildlife 
refuges in the Central Valley. Such a new and flexible tool will only increase in value as the state 
manages its limited water resources through an uncertain future that includes offsetting for the 
effects of climate change on people and the environment. 
 
The EBLC appreciates the California Water Commission’s consideration of this important project 
and encourages the Commission to approve the Proposition 1 funding application.   
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  Please contact Josh Huber, EBLC’s Policy Director, with 
any questions at 925-246-1880     
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kristin Connelly 
President & CEO 
 
Cc:  California Water Commission members 
  

 

Chair of the Board 
Steve Van Wart 
Tunbridge Associates 

 

 

Chair-Elect 
Patricia A. Deutsche 
Tesoro Refining & Marketing Company 

 

Vice President – Finance 
A.J. Major 
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Chief Legal Counsel 
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August 4, 2017 

 

Mr. Armando Quintero  
Chair, California Water Commission 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, California 94236-0001 
 
RE: Sites Reservoir Project Application for Funding from the 
 Proposition 1 Water and Storage Investment Program 
 
Dear Chairman Quintero: 
 
On behalf of the State Building and construction Trades Council, AFL-CIO I write today to convey our support of the 
Sites Reservoir Project’s application for funding from the Proposition 1 Water Storage and Investment Program. The Sites 
project not only has the potential to provide multiple benefits to California’s farms, cities, and environment, but will also 
create good paying construction jobs which will help the economy. 
 
As you know, the Sites Project is a 1.8 million acre-foot, off-stream regulating reservoir that would divert and store excess 
Sacramento River flows. The diversion levels would be dependent upon hydrologic conditions and would be structured to 
ensure that water taken out of the Sacramento River is truly in excess of downstream needs.  
 
The operational flexibility that the Sites project would provide to the State’s entire water system is what makes this 
project so unique and worthy of funding. A few of the reservoir’s many uses include, but are not limited to: dedicated 
water for fishery and environmental flow purposes, a reliable water supply for California cities and agriculture, increased 
habitat for migratory birds on the Pacific Flyway, and improved flexibility and drought resiliency for the Central Valley 
Project and the State Water Project. 
 
Opportunities to apply lessons learned during the last five years of drought must not be wasted. The drought (exacerbated 
by climate change), and this year’s record-breaking rainfall, have proven how critical it is to develop smart storage that 
allows us to store more water in wet years for future use in dry ones. Sites Reservoir is that smart storage. 
 
Thank you for the work that you and the Water Commission are doing to increase water supply reliability across 
California. We look forward to your announcement of funding awards. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
CESAR DIAZ 
Legislative Director 
 
CD:bp 
opeiu#29/afl-cio 
 
CC: Members, California Water Commission 











	
	

	

þ	

Sites	Reservoir	Supporters	
	
	
California	continues	to	face	severe	water	challenges:	limited	supplies	and	a	growing	population,	
compounded	by	climate	change,	and	increased	flow	requirements	for	native	fish.	Now	more	than	
ever,	California’s	water	system	needs	a	more	flexible,	environmentally	friendly	solution	to	
capturing	and	storing	water	for	use	when	it’s	needed	most.	The	Sites	project	is	an	innovative	
project	and	a	21st	century	solution	to	California’s	water	crisis.	Sites	provides	previously	
unachievable	flexibility	to	the	state’s	water	system	without	impacting	sensitive	river	channels	and	
critical	environmental	flows	that	support	endangered	fish	populations.	

	
	

	

	
Please	provide	the	following	information:	
	
California	Building	Industry	Association	
Company	or	Organization	Name		
	
Robert	E.	Raymer,	PE	 	 	 	 	 Technical	director	
Name	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Title/Occupation	
	
1215	K	Street,	Suite	1200	
Street	Address	
	
Sacramento		 	 	 	 CA	 	 	 								95814	
City	 	 	 	 	 State	 	 	 	 Zip	 	 	 	
	
(916)	340-3322	
Phone	Number	 	 	 	 	 	
	
rraymer@cbia.org	
Email	Address	

Thank	you	for	your	support!	
	

Please	Return	Completed	Form	by	email:	keithdunn@me.com		
	

Yes,	I	support	the	Sites	Project.		Please	list	me/my	organization	as	a	supporter	of	
Sites.	



 
 

 

 

Sites Reservoir Supporters 
 
 
California continues to face severe water challenges: limited supplies and a growing population, 
compounded by climate change, and increased flow requirements for native fish. Now more than 
ever, California’s water system needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly solution to 
capturing and storing water for use when it’s needed most. The Sites project is an innovative 
project and a 21st century solution to California’s water crisis. Sites provides previously 
unachievable flexibility to the state’s water system without impacting sensitive river channels and 
critical environmental flows that support endangered fish populations. 

 
 

 

 
Please provide the following information: 
 
San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership  
Company or Organization Name  
 
Brad Jensen      Director of Public Policy 

Name       Title/Occupation 
 
4900 Rivergrade Rd. Suite B130  

Street Address 
 
Irwindale    CA    91706  

City     State    Zip    
 
626-856-3400 

Phone Number      
 
bjensen@sgvpartnership.org 

Email Address 
Thank you for your support! 

 
Please Return Completed Form by email: keithdunn@me.com  

 

Yes, I support the Sites Project.  Please list me/my organization as a supporter of 

Sites. 

mailto:keithdunn@me.com




	
	

	

Sites	Reservoir	Supporters	
	
	
California	continues	to	face	severe	water	challenges:	limited	supplies	and	a	growing	population	
compounded	by	climate	change	and	increased	flow	requirements	for	native	fish.	Now	more	than	
ever,	California’s	water	system	needs	a	more	flexible,	environmentally	friendly	solution	to	
capturing	and	storing	water	for	use	when	it’s	needed	most.	The	Sites	project	is	an	innovative	
project	and	a	21st	century	solution	to	California’s	water	crisis.	Sites	provides	previously	
unachievable	flexibility	to	the	state’s	water	system	without	impacting	sensitive	river	channels	and	
critical	environmental	flows	that	support	endangered	fish	populations.	

	
	

	

	
Please	provide	the	following	information:	
	
VCS	Consulting,	LLC	
Company	or	Organization	Name		
	
Alan	Vail		 	 	 	 	 	 Managing	Partner	
Name	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Title/Occupation	
	
4125	Temescal	Street,	Suite	G	
Street	Address	
	
Fair	Oaks	 	 	 	 CA	 	 	 	 95628	
City	 	 	 	 	 State	 	 	 	 Zip	 	 	 	
	
916-716-5522	
Phone	Number	 	 	 	 	 	
	
arvail@sbcglobal.net	
Email	Address	

Thank	you	for	your	support!	
	

Please	Return	Completed	Form	by	email:	info@SitesProject.org		
	

þ	
Yes,	I	support	the	Sites	Project.		Please	list	me/my	organization	as	a	supporter	of	
Sites.	



	
	

	

Sites	Reservoir	Supporters	
	
	
California	continues	to	face	severe	water	challenges:	limited	supplies	and	a	growing	population,	
compounded	by	climate	change,	and	increased	flow	requirements	for	native	fish.	Now	more	than	
ever,	California’s	water	system	needs	a	more	flexible,	environmentally	friendly	solution	to	
capturing	and	storing	water	for	use	when	it’s	needed	most.	The	Sites	project	is	an	innovative	
project	and	a	21st	century	solution	to	California’s	water	crisis.	Sites	provides	previously	
unachievable	flexibility	to	the	state’s	water	system	without	impacting	sensitive	river	channels	and	
critical	environmental	flows	that	support	endangered	fish	populations.	

	
	

	

	
Please	provide	the	following	information:	
	
California	Chamber	of	Commerce	
Company	or	Organization	Name		
	
Valerie	Nera	 	 	 	 	 	 Policy	Advocate	
Name	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Title/Occupation	
	
1215	K	Street,	Suite	1400	
Street	Address	
	
Sacramento	 	 	 	 CA	 	 	 	 95814	
City	 	 	 	 	 State	 	 	 	 Zip	 	 	 	
	
916-930-1240	
Phone	Number	 	 	 	 	 	
	
Valerie.Nera@calchamber.com	
Email	Address	

Thank	you	for	your	support!	
	

Please	Return	Completed	Form	by	email:	keithdunn@me.com		
	

þ	
Yes,	I	support	the	Sites	Project.		Please	list	me/my	organization	as	a	supporter	of	
Sites.	






