


When water is discussed in California, we traditionally 

found ourselves at odds discussing the various policies 

and issues that come with managing a precious resource 

that people value in di©erent ways. But, behind the 

debates, discussions and agreements is a new way 

forward with people dedicating their lives to managing 

water for multiple benefits and collaborating with 

neighbors and diverse people across the state to make 

the region a singular place in California. 

Stories of the 
Sacramento 
Valley

In the Sacramento Valley, we are blessed with leaders who live, work, and play in this special place, and they work hard to cultivate a shared 

vision in the region for a vibrant way of life. They care deeply about the landscape and rivers, knowing that the combination of water, land, and 

sun are the basic ingredients for life. This book is a collection of stories highlighting the human dimension, exploring the intersection of people 

with the natural and working landscape. These stories, which capture the essence of the region and are illustrative for many other people, 

reveal the social fabric of families and friends with interesting and diverse backgrounds coming together in pursuit of a new way to tackle our 

daunting challenges of managing water in California. 

The people featured in this book are farmers, conservationists, and water resources managers. The Sacramento Valley has largely been 

shaped by engineers for the past 150 years; yet, as we now manage water for multiple benefits from ridgetop to river mouth, we rely upon a 

broader and deeper expertise. This includes the various “ists”—agronomists, biologists, climatologists, geologists, hydrologists, ornithologists, 

conservationists, anthropologists, and sociologists, as well as foresters, indigenous knowledge, and environmental scientists. In all cases, these 

leaders rise above their respective disciplines to care deeply about the sustainability and future of the Sacramento Valley for all forms of life: 

people, fish, birds, and an amazing biodiversity that calls this place home.  

~David Guy
President, Northern California Water Association
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